FIRM PROFILE

ABOUT US

Founded in 2001, Mawere & Sibanda Legal Practitioners is a full
service law firm specializing in corporate law, with offices in Harare's
central business district. We appreciate the implications of globalization on our clients and have positioned ourselves as a global player by
developing close relationships with law firms in various parts of the
world in order to provide a coordinated cost effective legal service
across different jurisdictions. The founders of the firm also founded
Makuyana Legal Practice in Botswana, the beginning of our expansion
into the region and the continent.
The international outlook of our practice enables us to keep in touch
with global trends and the postgraduate research of our partners and
associates ensures that developments in the legal and financial worlds
are captured to the benefit of our clients.

AFFILIATIONS

We are the only members of the Loan Markets Association in Zimbabwe which is a recognition of our expertise in the field of banking,
lending, securitization and cross border financial transactions.
We are the Exclusively Recommended Global Law Experts
Commercial Lawyers in Zimbabwe.
We are also the only Recommended Corporate and Commercial Law
Experts by Mackrell International, a prestigious international network
of lawyers.
We are an active member of the International Bar Association (IBA)
and our lawyers are committee members of various IBA committees
such as the Corporate and M&A Committee, the ICT Law Committee
and the African Regional Forum Committee. Our lawyers also attend
trainings, conferences and seminars offered by the IBA as a means of
keeping up with global trends in legal service provision.
We are a member of the SADC Lawyers Association
We are an active participant of the Law Society of Zimbabwe and our
lawyers have participated in drafting laws and regulations that govern
the legal profession in Zimbabwe.
We have a Certificate of Good Standing with the Law Society
of Zimbabwe.
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EXPERTISE

We are a full service commercial law firm and our practice areas are
tailored to serve top local and regional corporations, banks, regulatory
authorities and international investors. We have an attested track
record in the following practice areas:

Corporate Advisory
We advise Zimbabwean and Botswana listed and non-listed corporations in the negotiation, structuring, implementation and monitoring of
different kinds of transactions that span across SADC and COMESA.
We have a wide breadth of expertise in advising on the following range
of transactions, amongst others:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Legal due diligences
Mergers and Acquisitions
Regulatory compliance
Stock exchange rules and regulations
Private equity investments
Cross-border transactions
Share and share-related schemes
Capital raising
Corporate restructuring
Tax compliance
Insolvency

Banking & Finance
We advise the majority of the country’s banks and financial institutions
in various financial and securitization transactions. We have an intimate
and current knowledge of the legal and regulatory framework governing banking and financial matters in Zimbabwe and Bostwana. We
advise on the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Issuance of local and Eurodollar Bonds
Loan Syndication
Project Financing
Legal Due Diligences
Corporate Lending
Real Estate Financing
Asset Financing
Exchange Control Regulations
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•
•

Securitization
Complex restructurings

Infrastructure PPPs
We are forerunners in this practice area, particularly in energy and
transport infrastructure PPPs where we have participated in the development of the laws and policies governing PPPs in Zimbabwe. We are
involved from feasibility studies to project completion and termination
of the partnerships. We therefore render advice to private local and
international contractors as well as government entities on the structuring, funding, securitization, sub-contracting and implementation of
PPP projects.
Our services in this area include advising on the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Feasibility studies
Risk matrix
Regulatory compliance matters
Funding and securitization
PPP structuring
Tendering and procurement processes
PPP documentation
Performance bonds
Sub-contracting arrangements

Real Estate
Our teams of real estate lawyers in both Zimbabwe and Botswana
provide assistance on the following matters involving real estate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Property registration due diligence
Property development
Sale and purchase agreements
Conveyancing
Mortgage financing
Mortgage bond registrations
Real Estate ownership and lease disputes
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Intellectual Property
We have established growing intellectual property units in Zimbabwe
and Botswana which units have excellent relationships with African
Regional Intellectual Property Organisation and International Trademark Agents. The units offer the following services to clients:
•
•
•
•

Providing opinions on the availability of and registrability of
Trade Marks and Patents
Trade Mark and Patents filings for local and international
clients
Advising on Copyright matters
Representation in IP disputes

Employment
We have a well-established Employment Law unit in Zimbabwe that
has particular bias towards employer representation. Our expertise
covers a wide range of employment matters including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drafting employment codes for various industries
Preparation of employment contracts
Employee share trusts and schemes
Employment issues on mergers/acquisitions/de-mergers
Advising on disciplinary procedures
Conciliation and arbitration of employment disputes
Litigation

Communications and Technology
We are a modern law firm that keeps abreast with the ever-evolving
legal trends so as to respond to our valued clients’ needs in this
advanced communications and technology era. Our lawyers have the
requisite expertise to advise on:
•
•
•
•
•
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E-commerce transactions
Telecommunications inter-connect agreements
Regulatory compliance
Licensing
ISP liability
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•
•

Data protection
ICT contracts

Mining Law
In response to increasing demand for legal services in the mining
sector, we offer local and international clients with advice on issues
such as:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Investing in Mining
Regulatory compliance
Acquisition and disposal of mining rights
Mining joint ventures
Tribute Agreements
Competing rights
Mining disputes

Commercial Litigation and Arbitration
We are committed to providing our commercial clients with excellent,
efficient and effective resolution to disputes that arise from our clients’
commercial activities. Our Commercial Litigation and Arbitration unit
offers representation in a wide array of matters which include: contractual disputes, debt recoveries, shareholder and partnership disputes
and international investment disputes.
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VALUE ADDED
SERVICES

We will, on request, readily avail your legal staff free access to
our library (both electronic and traditional) as well as our online
Lexis Nexis Library and to documents on our Microsoft One
Drive Cloud Computing Storage.

We offer complimentary legal training to your personnel whom
we will be dealing with so that they appreciate the process and
are able to effectively instruct us.

Precedents will be given to you and attachments can be
arranged at no cost to you.

We publish and circulate the M & S Legal Bulletin, which gives
clients an update on all new developments in the legal field, and
we also arrange regular seminars on new cases and legislation.
The first issue of 2015 has already been circulated.

We are working on setting up an internet based service which will
enable our clients to calculate for themselves legal fees that are
due for all conveyancing and notarial work thus speeding up the
process. This will be introduced in 2015.

We have a company secretarial services company that we use to
support our clients especially in corporate finance transactions. It
does all company secretarial work.
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CONTACT US
10th Floor, Chiedza House, Corner First Street &
Kwame Nkrumah Avenue, Harare. Zimbabwe.
Tel:
Fax:

+263 4 750 627
+263 4 750 759

msadmin@maweresibanda.co.zw
www.maweresibanda.co.zw

